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the enemy's s want of enterprize ; for, 
| having the weather-gauge, they not oi 
it in their power, if they had chofen, to ha 


brought on- general action, but they might | 
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The two. following days were employed in 
attempting by evolutions to gain the wind 
of the enemy. Our attempts for this viral 
were in vain; till an accident which Larne 
n the French fleet enabled us to gain this ad- 
vantage. One of their ſhips of 74 guns, callec 


the Zele, ran foul of the Ville de Paris, on 
the night between the foth. and 11th, aud 
| ing her ' bowſprit thereby carried away, 


was unable to keep up with the reſt of the 
fleet. The Count De Graſſe, in ori eee 
tect this ſhip, and prevent her falling 1 iuto our 
hands, was obliged to loſe ground all next 
day with his whole fleet; 
on the 12th, we had t 


inexpreſſible ſatis+ 


faction of finding ourſelves to windward of 4 


ſo chat at day- light 
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„ knowing you in the Weſt Iagei, in the 
ampai ©, vou muſt have nautical 
to underſtand, that the 

ſhip or fleet that is to windward of another, 
ear command their, diſtance, ſo as to bring 
their antagoniſt to as cloſe action as they 
bs pleaſe. Our line was formed with incredible 
3 diſpatch; we led directly to the enemy as 
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' Cloſe to the wind as we cold haul, and at 


2 jd 


Half paſt ſeven clock; our oft ſhi 
being fired upon by their center, the Adini- 
| 8 ſignal for cloſe battle was thrown out, 
aälancd the buſineſs of the day began. It was by 
| adhering to the fpirit of this Fg that the 
ſtcceſs of the day was brought on a day, in 
h the conflict continued from morning 
1 till ſunſets, and ended i in the ſurrender of the. 
| - enemy's Commander in Chief, in the Vil 
4e Paris of a hundred and fix guns; befides four 
„„ other ſhips of the ny my ſtruck their colours 
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"= Nog hd Pg us, 1 run nalong the enemy 's 
Une, to lee ward of it, on different a tack 95 
till the F ormidable, after / running cloſe 
along, and taking and returning the fire of 
fixteen of them, broke the French line, by 
burſting through it, going within ſhort ies 
ſhot of 4 the laſt enemy's ſhip we paſſed. This 


was the deciſive act that crowned. us with 
victory; 55 and. no ſooner; had 
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he ſmoke cleared 
ny ſep 


away, than we perceiyed the ene 


routed, and in flight; and one of the ſhips 


we had handled 10 roughly. Awith' every maſh 


and the bowſprit gone by the boar d, lying * 
the face of the deep an abandoned and unt 


f be, hulk. This happened a little an 
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Victory was decided i in the moment at whick 
„ Formidable broke the rench line, be =, 3 1 
Rt effect of it, in the ſpirits of the 
5  _ complete, . Il the Ville de Paris 
J Df thrill of eci iy that. ] eee 
every Britiſh boſom i in the triumphant mg 

A oe. ment of her ſurrender, i 1s not to be deſcribe! 
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4 da: and ber rigging is ſo torn, thatſhe 
nas | il left, nor a maſt fit to.carry : 
a il; ſo chat being unable to keep. up wih 
her friends in their flight, and falling now into 
1 the middle of o our fleet, the Comte de Graſſe 1 
| bad done all that honour. required, and was | 
* L ffciently juſtified in Filing: his flag, ring 4 | 


b Ie ſhip mentioned 121 98 that was fri 
1 of all her maſts and rigging, proved to be 
| the Glorieux, of 74 guns, commanded' by 1 
79 5 the Vicomte D' Eſcars, a, near relation of the ' 


d i Doc de Fi itz James, and famous for his ; ani. — 


mofi ity to the Britiſh nation. It was probabl ly — 
5 this that led him to expoſe binofelf and his „ 
hip! in ſo deſperate a manner, 4 He was Killed == 


* 
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| by a cannon ball, which paſſed through his i 
] breaſt, He was ſucceeded i in command OE. 2 

an officer worthy” of him, who, i in the 3 + 

| 201 extremity, would not ſurrender; - and 1 
when there was nothing elſe on which a flag GR 4 

: could fly, he hoiſted the colours on the Kauf 1 . 4 


of the main-maſt; Two of the enemy's fri= 
gates attempted to tow her off; and our Ad. 3 | 
. that now was to be thi e conteſt for 5 2» 
T body of Patroclus ; but the enemy ve 5 85 = 
in e and c our F feet coming 225 ſhe: way ; ops 
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55 viving, Saher from want of le 


Me 


number: Killed were ſo great, 


diſmay, had not thrown the bodies 


the dead, as well as wo wounded and dying, 
now forlorn and helpleſs i in Foe 883 


| You, 1 my Lord, it BAL been veiy 86 


nerally the faſhion of late, among the more 
enlightened, but whom I would call the more 


ſceptical and lukewarm Engliſhmen, | to 


dicble as a vulgar and. groundleſs prejudice, p 
the opinion of our being fu uperior to our neigh» 
bours 1 in naval {kill and courage, and of. this 1 

was more than half perſuaded, myſelf. > re- 
| queſted permiſſion of my friend and patron, 
the Admiral, to allow me to be at his fide on 
this as: well as on former occaſions; 4 one of | 
my reaſons for which was, that! have known 
5 officers wounded on the quarter - deck, Who 
5 have died from loſs of blood, for. want of al. 
ſiſtance; and though I was not bred to ſur-. 
1 ber. I Kon how to mM the blecdivg, of 
: — | 
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1 ure, or through 

of the 
killed overboard; fo that the decks were co 
vered with the blood. and mangled limbs of fe 
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| Wb} b Fn means of inſtruments which 1 cars 


ried in my pocket. I can- aver, therefore, 
from my own obſeryation, that F reach fire 
nackens a as We approach, and 1 is totally ſilent 
when we are cloſe along fide, y glory: there- 
| fore i in this victory, not ouly. for the 1unme- 
jate beneficial conſequenoes i it muſt have. « on 
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our political intereſt, but as it ſerves to re- 
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trieve the national charakter, and makes us 
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feel ourſelves 25 more mafters of the ocean. 
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> e 1 from a a ſpirit of ſpeculative 
fitem, \farpals us, perhaps, in the art of 
ſignals and tactics 


8, and by applying the prin- " 
N ciples of ſcience to naval architecture, excel us 
in-ſhip-building ; : but Fee, ſeamanſhip 16 
: al 1 ſuited to their genius. Their ſhips of war 
: are neither diſciplined, commodious, nor even 2 
decent; and when the perſonal exertion and pre- 1 
ſence of mind neceflary i in cloſe action come to 
be called for, I apprehend they are then at 4 1 
loſs. It ought not to be concealed, e = 
(except from our enemies) that we had at this 1 
time an adyantage oyer them which x we ne⸗ 
Ver enjoyed before; I mean the mechanical. 
improvement in working artillery, invented.” = 55 

5 and i introduced by Sir n Douglas, wha 5 
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on this day acted as firſt a to. the Con 
ma nder in Chief. DES. 1 e © r 


FO 5 


- The F rench 8 "Ele Martinique their 5 
| whole force, except one ſhip ; ſo that Four 
Lordſhip, will ſee, by the annexed, lit, that 
our fleet exceeded theirs by three in number; 
but if the comparative force is to be eat! 
by the weight of metal, the ſuperiority Was 
on their ſide. By Sir Charles Douglas's com- 
putation, the ſum total of the weight of the 
ſhot of one broadſide of the vrhole F - 
fert, exceeded Wat, of ours 9 4 396 . 
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rate, and they had at this time a great num - 


ber of 
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Bayne of the Alfred, and Capt. Blair of the 
Anſon. The gallant and amiable Lord Ro- 
bert Manners, Captain of che Reſolution, loſt 
his leg and had his arm broke. He is gone 
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* an officer. He died at the age of bs -four. . 3 


% Wo 
we” o#'9 


If we were to compare the two flects with 
eſpect to the number of men, the inequa- 


lity would appear ſtill greater. The ordinary % 
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_ complement of the French ſhips of war is 


much greater than that of ours of the ame 


ber of land forces on board. The total num 
men in our fle ö on rer are was & 


ved; 


Th ear pls 0 
we loſt two officers of great reputation, Capt. 


to . in the 8800 that c carries be iſe 


This young Nobleman commanded the Reſolution, 
of 74 guns, and loſt his leg, beſides receiving a wound 
from a ſplinter on his arm and breaſt. He unfortunately 
died of the locked jaw on his paf!: ge to England; and 
though he ſhared a fate to be envied by every lover of true 
fame, his loſs can never be enough deplored by his country : 
and friends; having been formed, by his great virtues ans 
accompliſhments, joined to the luſtre of his rank, to hold 
out an example of all that was good and great, as a man | 
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Jab the enfvingaighte; we We! 


p 1 other., 
Owing to this cauſe, as well as the want of 
Tepairs, the incumbrance of prizes, the calms: 


have been in danger of firing into each 


which prevailed for ſome days afterwards; and 


the knowledge of a Spaniſh fleet to leeward, 


our fleet ne near r the ens ayer till . 


a- head with his diviſion, and joined us today 


with the Jaſon and Caton French ſhips of 64 


guns, a frigate, and a floop of war, Which 
he took on the 20th. The two ſhips of the 
line had been diſabled in the action of the'gth; 


and after repairing at Guadaloupe, were go 
ing to join the reſt of their fleet to n 


without bene = Weit en 1 


The greater part WY our r e is provoeing 


to Jamaica, and we are now in fight of Hiſ- 


| paniola. The prizes are ſo diſabled, that all 


| but one have been obliged to be taken in to- 
dy door men of war, ping ror remders « our ur pro- 
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with moon-light, as in the aig i — 
Spaniſh fleet two years before, ſo that if the [ 
purſuit had been continued, our ſhips, in the 
darkneſs and confuſion of the night, would 
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_oivre > Jes mor; to which the Count, i tnobr-. 
ing the badinage," auſwered, Ei beuterre . 
faire mourir les vivans. He bears his reverſe 8 
of fortune with equanimity, conſcious, as Ks: 0 Z N 
ſays, that he has done his duty; and I found po Bay. 
him very affable and communicative. I rold _ 
him that the people of England had begun 
to deſpair of the ſafety of Jamaica, fearing | 
that he was to complete his career of ſucceſs by 
taking it. He ſaid he would have done fo, had - 
his Court kept their word, by ſending him 
twelve ſhips of the line in November, as th 3 
prom ſed; 4% Malt nos Miniftres ont | retardes = N - 
8 renardes que j'ai mangud mon coup comme o@— 
vous voies.” He imputes his misfortune" 
to the -nferiority of his force, but to che baſe 
deſertion of his officers in the other 4 8 
to whom he made the ſignal to rally, and 
even hailed enn to abide by him, but was 
abandoned. They all blame Bougainville 
in ae whom they cannot hear men- 
tioned with patience; and they repreſent him 
as a mere Charlatan, who, by a knowle ge 5 
of the world, and a plauſibility f tongus, 5 - 
has perſuaded ſome favourites of the Court - 
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| in conſequence of an ur 
1 probable that thi: 
= Rial of France, as e 
1 are N W 
= 6 The Glorieux, of 74 guns, a pr 
* the n ſailer in the French navy, cop 
1 | ar, of 74 guns, coppered— The 


 Heetor, of 74 guns, an old ſhip.— The Ardent, | 
o» 64 guns, re-taxen; the only Britiſh ſhip of 

5 5 | the line loſt to the enemy this war. — The Ca 
d 0on and Jaſon, of 64 guns. The Aimable, 


| A ſhip of the line, called the Zodiack, is ſup- = 
pioſed to be ſunk; but of this we have no 
| ay er of the Cœſar why er 
1 e 
ll © after dark, he man | 
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cle almoſt too horrid to mention, 
who clung to the weck torn off by 
voracious ſharks, which always ſwarm in theſe 


French officers bee o 
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make th 1e 
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turns of Kill 


„ 3 eee and one a ee 1 


the world a falſe account of our 


12 with him over the decks of t N : ; 
- 5 had fu, and an, that de- ; ” 


dies damage was 


i with che loſs of more than fourteen men, 5 8 


| 1 which was our num of killed, and gh, 
Wee bly mortifled to ſee How LO 
ſiffered, and then own 2M 
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| 2% 0 a, or rus 3 Fg 
rected than: theirs &. The Comte de Graſſe 
mid, chat they were a hundred years behind 
us; and added, that were we not enemies, he 
ſhould have been charmed with the ſuperior 


diſcipline, neatneſs, and order that as in 
our ſhips of war. 


Should the enemy . us a flora more ſuch 
opportunities, I hope, my Lord, we thould 
yet be a people in ſpite of all our late humili- 
ations. | The ſcale is indeed already ſo far 
turned in our favour, that France can no more 
cope with us in this war as a maritime power; 
even aſſiſted as they are by the other two 
greateſt naval powers of Europe. Of this 
your Lordſhip may aſſure your brother Mini- 
ſters, ſo as to impreſs them with a more fa- 
vourable opinion of our affairs, aud perhaps 
to Procure us ſome good alliance. 


1 have the honor to be, &c. 
| e 
abreaſt of Parto-rico, 22d April, 1 | 2 


* This may appear a more ſurpriſing, as 100 French 
have on board of their ſhips a corps, independent of their 
ſeamen, called cannoniers, or artillery men. But at the 
point blank diſtance at which ſhips ought to fight, very, 
little ſcience is neceſſary ; and the manual part of it, con- 

ſiſting chiefly in hauling in concert, reſembles ſo much the 

common occupation of ſeamen, that there ſeems no oc ca- 

ſion for making a ſeparate profeſſion of i it; ; and along with 

their mechanical expertne eſs, they poſſeſs all the intrepi- 

dity which they wal An habits of danger, 1 in 
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